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the British Government is doing in the mat-
fer of ameliorating the conditions of the
people. For a long period I have received
from the British High Commissioner at
Canberra three or four long foolscap pages
every week, each one of them referring to
£1,000,000 for this and £2,000,000 for that
and £3,000,000 for something else, every one
of the things concerned being entirely de-
sirable, Knowing as I do several of the
leading members of the British Government,
I am sure that they have been inspired by
the highest ideals. But I have to ask my-
gelf this: Are six years of devastating war

a fitting background for a new world? Doed®

that background set up a condition of af-
fairs in which it is possible to tell people
that they ean work less and earn more and
indolge in all sorts of socialistic experi-
ments? Yet that is what has been done.
No-one is sadder than I to see what it has
led to.

I firmly believe that if when the present
Lidbour Government took office in England
it hagd recognised the seriousness of the posi-
tion, it eould, by imposing conditions not
kalf so arduous as those it finds necessary
to impose now, have given relief to the posi-
tion; and that js what we have to consider,
We here are in a very happy position,
larpely for two reasons: (1) We were
not invaded—and we have to thank other
wountries for that, sach as China, Britain
and Ameriea; (2) we do produce most of
the things that are essential. Those happy
circumstances shouid not blind us to the
neeessitics of the times, I am afraid that
berause so many people have so mueh more
money in their pockets than they ever had
before, they think that e\erythmg in the
garden is lovely

Does it make sense that during the war
when produnetive work was practically at a
standstill, the Australian people inereased
their savinzs to the extent of £100,000,000
per aneam? Tt does not make sense and we
shall have to come back to sense. The sooner
we realise those facts that the Prime Minis-
ter is constantly thrashing home—that we
can only maintain present conditions, let
alone improve them, by the highest possible
standard of productive effort, with the
elosest co-operation between all sections of
1he community—and that implies a political
co-operation which, I am sorry to say, we
in Anstralia are far from achieving—the
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better it will be for the nation. I suppm
the motion.

On motion by Hon, G. Bennetts, debat
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.32 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3(
p.m., and rend prayers,

CHAIRMEN (TEMPORARY) OF
COMMITTEES.
Mr. SPEAKER: T desire to announce tha
I have appointed Mr. Hill, Mr. Brand anc
Mr. Triat to be temporary Chairmen of
Committees for the session.

QUESTIONS.

DAIRYING,

As to Stoek for Soldier Settlers
and Dairymen.

Mr, LESLIE (on notice)
Minister for Agriculture:

1, Has he seen a newspaper report of :
recent meeoting at Rockingham whereat i
was proposed to submit to the Governmen!
a request that cows and heifers now held by
the Government for stocking farms undel
the Soldier Land Settlement Scheme shoulé
be made available to replare stock owned by
dairymen which is destroyed becanse of
T.B. infection?

asked the
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2, Has any such request been received by
the Government?

3, In order to avoid the possibility of any
delay in the progress of Soldier Land
Scttlement, which delay would arise in the
event of a shortage of suitable stock to ade-
quately equip the farms when required, will
he defer aceeding o any request as indi-
cated in No, 1 until the adequate require-
ments anticipated for the Soldier Land
Settlement Scheme are first assured?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes.
2, Yes,
3, Yes,
RAILWAYS.
{¢) As to Amenities at East Perth Running
Yards.

Mr. GRAMAM (on notice) =asked the
Minister Lfov Railways: .

What is the present position regarding
the conztruction and installation of decent
amenities for the workers employed at the
East Perlh  railway locomotive running
yurds, in connection with which his atfention
is drawn to the statement of his predecessor
in December last?

The MINISTER replied:

The signing of a contract with the success-
ful tenderer covering the work set ont in
answer to the question arked by the member
for East Perth in December last was pre-
vented by the inability of the eoniractor to
obtain a permit. A permit for four tons of
cement for foundations was issued on the
tith March, 1947, and progress payment of
£112 wag mwade on the 18th April, 1947, for
the work done. An application for the re-
lense of other material was granted in July,
1947, conditionally on bricks being drawn
from eountry sources of supply. The matten
of the release of this condition is now the
subjeet of negotiations with the Housing
Commission.

() As to Service for Dwellingup Area.

Mr. REYNOLDS (on notice) asked the
Minister for Railways:

In view of the fact that the new Bunbury
express will not stop at Pinjarra, has he
taken any further steps to provide the most
cfficient rail service promised to the residents
of Dwellingup and district when at a depu-
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fation on the 11th July they asked for a
daily bus service from Holyoake to Perth®

The MINISTER replied:

Yes; the Commissioner bas heen asked
what provision he is making to serve the
residents between Brunswick Jumction and
Armadale with a hetter rail service, subse-
quent to the introduetion of the new Bun-
bury express. The Commissioner's proposals
have not yot heen received, but T am advised

, that the matter is receiving carnest consi-

deration with a view to providing the best
practieable service eonsistent with the needs
of this distriet.

(¢} s to Price of Collic Coal.

Mr, MAY (on notice) asked the Minister
for Railways:

1, What was the priee of coal, buth large
and small, of each mine at Collie, us at the
30th June, 19307

2, What was the priee of coa), hoth larpe
and small, of each mine (including open cuts
at Collie), as at the 30th June, 10477

The MINISTER replicd:

{1} and (2)

AMALGAMATED COLLIERIES OF W.A. LTI
Price per fon at

30th June, 30th June,
19386, 1947,
£ s.d. £ & 4
Large Coal—
Co-operntive Mine Q15 4.14 1 3 9
Proprietary 0 14 6.14 1 3 &
Cardift g8 13 8.14 r 3 9
Stocktan . ¢ I3 11.14 T 3 9
Stockton Open Cut . 13 5
Wallsend Open Cut 1 3 9
Small Coal— o
*All Mines 0 10 4.5t 1 3 %
GRIFFIN COAL MINING CO., LTD.
Grifin Mine—Llarge ... 0 14 132 12 0
Griffin Mine—Small 0 9 1.6 1 0 O
Wyvern Mine—Iarge ... 1 2 @
Wyvern Mine—Small .... 1 0, O
Wyvern Mine — Un-
screened . 1 0 &

The 1947 price for coal gupplicd by Amalgamated
Collieries of W.A., Lid., is tentative only, and gub-
lect to adjustment after review of the production
costs for Jasuary-JTune.

WORKERS COMPENSATION.

As to Represefftation of Workers on
Royal Commission,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE (on notice)

“asked the Premicr: As the industrial workers

are more vitailly concerned than any other
section in eonnection with workers’' compen-
sation, will he reconsider the decision of the
Government refusing to give those workers
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a representative on the "Royal Commission
set up to inguire into workers’ compensation
and related matters?

The PREMIER replied:

It was considered advisable to confine the
membership of the Commission to persons
who did not dircetly represent any organisa-
tion which would be dircetly concerned. The
members of the Clommission now appointed
are regarded as entirely unbiassed and every
opportunity will be made nvailable to every
interested section to give evidenee freely.

NEW CATUSEWAY.
Ag te Tabling File, ete.

Hon, A, R, 6. HAWKE (on notiee)} asked
the Minister for Works:

1, When was reclamntion work necessary

in connection with the new causeway over .

the Swan river, commenced?

2, Will he lay the “Causeway” file on the
Table of the House?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Instructions were given to the Enginerr
for ITarbours and Rivers fo commence re-
¢lumation work on the 6th June, 1046.

2, Yes—for one week.

EDUCATION.
(n) As to High School for Narrogin.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN {on notice} asked
the Minister for Eduecation:

1, Has he promised that the next high
school to he built will be huilt at Narrogin?

2, If such a promise has been made by
him, what were the considerations which
caused him to make it?

3, Does he deny that on the criteria of
numbers of children of high school age avail-
able, and degree of overcrowding at present
existing in the respeetive distriets, the
claims of Midland Junction and Fremantle
are far stronger than that of Narrogin?

The MINISTER replfed:

1, No. I undertook te earry out the pro-
mise of my predecessor as soon as circum-
stanees would permit. '

2, Answered by No. 1.

3, It is the Government’s intention to en-
deavonr to hold the scales of justice fairly
as between all parts of the State.
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(b) As to Bus Serwvice, Harvey-Bunbury.

Mr. REYNOLDS (on notice) asked the
Minister for Edueation:

As there is a shortage of accommodation
in Bunbury, will he, in these circumstances,
arrange for a daily bus service for Bunbury
High School students from Harvey, similar
to that now operating from Donnybrook?

The MINTISTER replied:

The service operating between Donnybrock
and Bunbury was not sponsored by the De-
partment and js privately controlled. There
would be ne objection raised to a similar
service between Harvey and Bunbury if
approved by the Transport Board pending
the time when a Junior High School can

"be established at Harvey.

(¢) zls to Brunswick Junction School
Site, ete.

Mr. REYNOLDS (on notice) asked the
Minister for Education:

1, Has the asrchiteet yet chosen a new
site for the Brunswick Junetion State
Sehaeol?

2, Have plans heen
proved?

prepared and ap-

3, If so, when can construction be ex-
pected to commence?

‘fhe MINISTER replied:
1, No; but the School Sites Committee
is giving the matter attention.
2, No.
3, Answered by No. 2. .
(d) As to Teaching Staff and School-Leaving
Age,

Mr. NEEDHAM (on_ notiee) asked the
Minister for Education:

1, What is the number of teachers engaged
in the Edueation Department—{a) Males:
{(h) femnles?

2, How many additional teachers will be
required when the increaseq school leaving
age is operating?

3, Tf the number of teachers in the Depart-
ment is te be inerensed beecavse of the in-
ereased school leaving age, what steps are
heing taken to eope with the inerease—(a)
Tn the training of teachers; (b) in the pro-
vision of accommodation?
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The MINISTER replied:
" 1, (a) 031, (b) 1,207.

2, The number is estimated at 50.

3, (a) The number of teacher trainees is
being ureatly incrensed ; (b) the Government
will use its best endeavours to provide the
necessary aecommodation.

" MILK.

As to Contracts Between Dairymen and
Treatment Licensees,

Hon. J. T, TONKIN (on notice} asked the
Minister for Agriculture:

As the action of the Milk Board in vefus-
ing to approve of contracts except as be-
tween dairymen and holders of treatment
licenses s not {according to the Minister's
statement) in pursuance of a scheme, or
purt of a scheme for the improvement of
the supply, delivery or distribution of milk
far consumors, what are the reasons for the
Board's action?

The MINISTER replied :

The action of the Milk Board is in accord-
anee with its powers under section 26 of the
Milk Aet.

Hon. J. T, Tonkin:
the question.

That is an evasion of

NATIVE ADMINISTRATION.

As to Engagement of Protector
from Northern Territory.

Hon, A. A, M, COVERLEY (on notice)
asked the Minister for Native Affairs:

1, Is it a faet that a Protector of Natives
from the Northern Territory has been en-
gaged for service with the Department of
Native Affairs of this State?

2, If %o, is the appointment permanent or
of a temporary nature?

3, If permanent, what official position
will he fulfil?

4, If a temporary position, what is the
special duty for which he is engaged?

The CHIEF SECRETARY (for the
Minister for Native Affairs) replied:

1, No sueh engagement has yvet been made
hut such an engogement is under considera-
tion. The gentleman mentioned is a West
Ausiralian who was a protector of natives
in the Northern Territory and has had ex-
perience of natives in Western Australia.

139

2, Any such appointment, if made, would
be to the temporary staff.

3, Answered by No. 2.

4, If an appointment is made, the officer
will earry out duties as a protector of natives
as assigned to him.

SCHOOL OF MINES, EALGOORLIE.
As td Appoiniment of Director.

Mr. STYANTS (without notice) asked
the Chief Secretary, representing the
Minister for Mines:

Will ke lay on the Table of the House the
file dealing with the recent appointment of
Direetor of the Schoal of Mines, Kalzoorlie?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
In answer to the hon. meémber's question,
Yes, .

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
The Premiey and Private Houses Built.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty
—Murray-Wellington) [442]: I wish to
make a personal explanation, Mr. Speaker,
regarding a question asked by the Leader
of the Opposition on the 5th August. In
answer to his question, I informed him that
the number of houses dealt with by private
ownership completed in Western Australia
for the month of March, 1947, was 205. I
regret that a mistake was made in the in-
formation supplied to me, The figure 205
was the number applicable to the quarter
ended March, 1947. The flgures for the
month of Mareh are not wvet separately
available.

ADDRESS-IN-REFLY.

Rourth Day.
Debate resumed from the 7th August.

MR. GRAYDEN (Middle Swan) [4.44]:
At the outset today, Mr. Speaker, I should
Join with other members in paying tribute
to vou upon your elevation to the Speaker's
Chair. However, as a newecomer to this As-
sembly, I hesitate to do this. Such feliei-
tations, T feel, are mote rightly and pro-
perly the privilege of others in this angust
Assemhbly—others whose achievements of
serviee to the people of this State I cannot
hope to emnlate. For me, as a newcomer,
to offer you my congratulations would pos-
sibly savour of presumption on my part.
In this House, which is the quintessence of
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democracy, yours is the obligation to direet
to the best advantage the efforts of those
of ug who stand on the floor of the Cham-
ber seeking, us we do in our small way, to
contribute to the welfare of the people of
Western Australia and humanity as a whole.
I will not presume to offer you eongratula-
tions, or to suggest that my feelings as to
your great ability to carry out your task
could be of any consequence, Rather I shall
simply express the wish that yon may have
a long and enjoyable term of office and that
the duration of that term may be marked
by the areator welfare of the people of this
State.

I take this opportunity of eongratulating
the member for York on his election as
Chairman of Committees. 1 wish also on
this oecasion to thank the people of Middle
Swan for having elected me as their repre-
sentative in this House, I assure them that
1 will lose no opportunity of doing any-
thing that may be of benefit to that distriet,
and that in all other respects I shall do
overything possible to justify their confi-
dence in me. If I can do this and make a
contribution—however small may be my
ahility to do so—to the progress and happi-
ness of the people of this State, that is all
I ask. If I can oo some oceasions in this
House direet the attention of meimbers to
iniquities existing in our society, to cases
of hardship and want, and ways and means
of inereasing the bealth and happiness of
our people, I shall feel justified in having
the confidence of my electors.

I do not propoese to take up the time of
the House this afternoon by teuehing on
more than a few aspeets of the matters dealt
with by His Exeellency in his Speech, nor
do T propese to comment in great detail on
those matters. I will simply put them be-
fore members as their urgeney requires. I
will add that those matters are some that it
will be my privilege to emphasise on every
possible occasion in the future, at greater
length, while I remain a membher of cthis
Assembly. T will deal first with our attitude,
in this State, towards our ecoloured and
slightly coloured people. Although only &
small proportion of our popalation iz af-
fected, and most of them do not have the
right to vote, their eonditions by all standards
of humanity are such that their plight be-
comes & matter of great urgency. I had
oceasion recently to help a slightly colonred
family living close to Perth., The treatment
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they had received was typical of our atti-
tude to such people in Western Australia.

The family of which I speak had been
living for several months in a tent, within
four miles of the G.P.O., on the Gnildford-
road, The tent had no fly, and was not rain-
proof. Its sole furniture was a small table
and a bed. On that bed, four or five feet
wide, slept a man, his wife and their foor
children, the eldest of whon was about seven
years of age. Members will understand their
plight; a family of six spending these wet
and windy months in a dilapidated and leak-

-ing tent, all of them sleeping ai
night in a rain-sodden hed. Under
those conditions, the woman collapsed.

She was taken to the King Edward Hospital

where her bahy was born two months pre-

maturely, She wag almost blind as a result
of her experiences. She would have heen
much worse had not some neighbour sent
for an ambulance, The neighhour was in a
position to take advantage of these wervices
in our society which, to all intents and pur-
poses, are there for anyone to enjoy but to
which most coloured people in this State
would not presume te feel they had a right.

This man was wondering wheve to take his
family. Forced by the complainty of people
who lived anywhere near the vacant expanse
of land whevre this man had his tent, and who
simply passed it oo their way to and from
the city, the road hoard eventualiy had to
intervene and enforee its by-laws. That
morning, while the man was away at work,
a representative of the Joeal authority ealled
and informed his mother, whe had come from
the country to look after the children while
the man's wife was in hospital, that the
tent would be pulled down that evening. The
mother had to send the youngest ehild,
seven years of age, to East Perth where the
father was working to tell him of what had
happened. The man informed me that he
had never been in a court, but that if it was
a case of pulling down his tent in those cir-
cumstances, then he wounld go into court.
There was no animosity in his tone, no
martyrdom in his make-up; he simply said
he would not take his young children fur-
ther into the bush. He had not had an op-
portunity to educate them himself and was
determined that they should receive edu-
cation,

I mention this simply to emphasise the
difficulties in which it is possible for some
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families in this apparently civilised and
organised community to find themselves, T
mention it also to point out that the slightly
coloured people of this State have an in-
feriority complex and that we do nothing to
make their lot easier, TInstead, we add to
their burden, - It is not the Government that
inspires that feeling in these people; it is
to individuals we must look. The biggest
thing we can do for the eoloured people and
the slightly coloured people does not cost the
State one penny. The biggest thing we can
do for them is to judge them by their worth
and not by the colour of their skin, Tt does
not lie within the power of Governments to
direct the attitude of individuals towards
these- people. That is determined by the indi-
viduals themselves. The reflection is on the in-
dividualg of this State that they should have
invuleated into those people the inferiority
complex that they have, and it is a sad
and sorry commentary on this State that
they treat with sueh abandon a person who
is down.

I have outlined the difficulties of one
family in our community—the diffienlties
of a man striving to kecp his family. I
mention this only heeause it is tvpical of
what a coloured man can expect in this
State without the sympathy and undef-
standing which should not be denied any
man, simply because his skin is eoloured.
Eventually I was able to put this family
into two back rocoms in an unused ex-
R.A.AF. hall. Tt was surrounded by trees
and sernb and was quite apart from the
other hut dwellers in the vicinity. Yet
some of those individuals complained; they
complained that the man was slightly col-
ourcd and at the faet that he had been given
# homoe. Yet I have it on the word of the
sehool mistress that, even while the family
was living in the tent, the two children
attending sehool were amongst the cleanest
and hest-dressed of all the scholars.

Before I leave this subjeet there is one
other point T wish to mention and it should
he ax refreshing to the people of this State
as it was to me, I refer to the sympathetic
eonsideration given to and action taken hy
the Premier, showing that even the smallest
matter receives his attention. Althouch
the Premier’s time is fully cccnpied on
larger matters affecting the State, he did
not hesitate a moment to give his time and
energies to ensuring that the plight of this
partirnlar family was relieved. T think it

s

worth recording that the Premier, while
directing the affairs of the State, could yet
make time to help an individual family
such as this, a family previously unknown
to him.

Now I should like to touch briefly on the
housing situation, There is no need for me
to stress its gravity; there is no need to
embellish a problem that has Dbecome ag
acute as this one has. It has reached what
amounts to a national emergeney in Aus-
tralia. We in this State are fortunate in
having many of the raw materials for hous-
ing, mueh more fortunate in this respect
than are the people in the sister state of
South Australia. To build houses in our
State is primarily a matier of obtaining
material and skilled labour, and there is
no reason why our organisation should not
be brought to the very peak of efficiency.
I do not intend to deal with this subjeet in
any great detail. The time is short and the
matter wil] be dealt with to a larpe extent
by other members during the Address-in-
reply. At the moment T wish to emphasise
only one point. Granfed that as much as
possibly can be done is being done to speed
up the supply of materials, to make the
hest use of the skilled labour availahle and
ensure the maximum efficieney of our
organisation; granted all this, the salient
point that remains is to ensure that the
homes are allocated where fhey are wmost
necessary.

I have no wish to east any reflection
upon the Housing Commission. T realise,
as evervone does, that its members are
overwhelmed with applications for homes.
Including renfal homes, they have some-
thing tike 10,000 or more applications. In
these eirenmstances, eases are bound to oe-
enr where people, who are not quite as
much in need of housing as others may be,
are allocated homes. The Commission, of
eourse, has to rely on the reports of in-
spectors, to a large extent, in determining
priority. I say, however, that the people
who should he getting homes are not get-
ling them to the extent they should. They
are not getting them to anywhere near the
extent they should. Where the trouble lies
T do not know, but T do know that we conld
find out. T am pleased at the Government’s
announcement that just as soon as the
necessary amendment, ean he mnde to the
Act, a woman will be appointed to the
Housing Commission, T feel that in a mat-
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ter as important as this, however, we can
go very mueh further {o ensure that these
homes are allotted to the people in most
urgent need of them.

I had intended this afternoon to outline
one or two ways in which our machinery for
alloeating bomey could be drastically im-
proved; but on further evnsideration I am
canvinve]d that there are so many ways in
which this could be accomplished that to
outline any one aspect, or one or two as-
pects, would be pointless.  The whole system
needs a complete and thorough overhaul.
I feel sure, il 1 were waiting for a home in
the sume circumstanees ns are thousands in
this State, I would be muoch ecasier in my
enforced wait if I realised that my case was
being deferred .only beeause some more de-
serving than my own were being attended
to. 1 feel, too, that members of the Hous-
ing Commission would welcome such an
overhaul, 1t would allty much ill-directed
criticism ol that Commission i the minds
of all home-serkers and others. To reiter-
nte, we must ensure that available homes
are alloeab! to those most urgently in need
of lhem. To do this, we must improve the
efiiciency of the machinery responsible for
the allocation. This it 1s the bounden duty
of the (fuvvernment to do.

There are in this Sta*e thousands of fumi-
lies who will never be prepared to go into
a workers' home with Lhe objeet of spending
the remainder of their lives paying off the
tremendons ¢ost of sueh a home, that is, if
ever they do have the opportunity to com-
plete the parchase of it, Workers' homes
huilt by the Goverrment in these days run
into £1,100 or more, which means 20 or 30
vears of a working man’s life in paying for
something which was completed in a few
weeks.  The seale of values is hopelessly
wrang, If we ean do anything about that,
it will at least ensure that the man who
wants to own his home ought to be able to
pay for it within a reasenable space of time.
We must arrive at a solution of this prao-
blem without very much further delay. Pos-
sibly the solation will be found in the cot-
tage type of home. With such homes the
working mau ean clear himself of debt within
a reasonable space of time. The completed
dwelling yuns into halt the cost of the
worker’s homes built by the Government.

I know many people living in the cottage
type of home who are very satisfied. The
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brother of a former Premier of this State
lives in one, and his dounghter in another,
and they eannot speak too highly of them.
“Therefore, there can be no real objection
to them. There is another aspeet of housing
I would like to touch upon, an aspeet that
I feel has not been sufficiently stressed in
the past, and that is the matter of building
two-reommed cottages with the object of com-
pleting the remaining two rooms at a later
day. We should investigate thoroughly
the possibility of building such cottages in
this State, with a view to adding the fur-
ther two ronins when the supply of materials
makes it possible.  Such cottages can be
erected in an amazingly short space of time,

Nol very long ago in Guildford I wit-
nessed a trial demonstration. At 7.30 a.m,
four men commenced building, At 3 p.m.
that day the building was ecompleted. Since
that time, ot the invitation of the builders,
thousands of people have viewed this home.
We could place 50 of them for families
in Guildford alone, But I do not want to
labour this aspeet or the housing situation
generally. T have merely singled out three
aspeets of the tremendous housing problem
which confronts the people of the State.
Hundreds of other faetors affect the posi-
tion. [ shall leave them, seeure in the
knowledgze that other members will deal with
them at a later stage. May I add one thing?
Alrveady the new Government has taken some
steps in regard to housing,” It has formed a
housing panel comprised of representatives
of all the industries coneerned to advise the
Government upon ways and means of step-
ping up the lhousing programme in this ~
State.

There are, of course, many improvements
which have yet to be cffected, but their
aceomplishment demands a certain amount
of time. The Government is to be congratu-
lated on the steps that it has already taken
and also on the opon mind it has on this
subjeet, looking always, as it does, for
new ways of inereasing the efficiency of the
building organisation in this State for the
accomplishment of one of its primary ob-
jectives, which is to put roofs over the heads
of these families which are so urgently in
need of homes and of whose plight the Gov-
ernment is so well aware and whose condition
the Government is so earnestly eoncerned
about alleviating. Th summarise briefly
before I part from this subject, let us
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make sure that homes in this State are
going to those who need them meost; and
let us not purden a man with a home of
tremendous cost, as the walls of that home
will enslave him s surely as the walls of
any gaol.

This afternoon I desire, Mr. Speaker, to
speak particularly of Middle Swan, I want
to outline to the House the boundaries of
this electorate, and {o emphasise that the resi-
dents of this area have received a shoddy
deal in the past. I want to emphasise this
and to express the hope that the Government
will not allow that state of affairs to continue.
I will do everything in my power to achieve
that desire, Parochialism involves a narrow
outlook at any time, The needs of the State
must come before any one section of it; but
there is no exense for neglecting one portion
to benefit another. Middle Swan is an
example of a distriet being sacrificed to
politieal expediency. The boundaries of the
clectorate were detérmined for politieal
reasons and the people of Middle Swan
have suffered ever sinee.

HHon, P. Collier: Who
houndaries?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I think the best thing
we can do in Middle Swan is_to divide it in
two. The Swan River {forms the natural
dividing line, The interests of the people of
Belmont and that side of the viver are very
ditfevent from the interests of those in the
Bayswater area.  In the past the interests
of the peopie of Beimont and of the people
in that aren have been to some extent
neglected, as the bulk of the population is
on the western side of the river. T do not
want to give the impression that Bayswater
has tared well. It bas not. The size of the
vlectorate has been a eontributing factor to
the general neglect, The present houndary
line of Middle Swan is through Welshpool,
through and heyond Greenmount; it then
encompasses Caversham, Beechboro, Ilamp-
ton Park, Meorley Park and Bedford Park
and runs through Inglewood, Maylands,
across the river up and through Rivervale
and Carlisle and thence to Welshpool. As
can be secn, it encompasses Bayswater and
Belmont, In the very centre of the elector-

determined  the

ate there is another electorate, Guildford.

Midland.

We have four main worries in Middle
Swan. They are housing, drainage, trans-
port and education, T have dealt at some

‘main
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length with housing and do not intend to
touch more than the surface of the other
three matteys, which bhave been w0
thoroughly aired with the Government de-
partments and the Minister responsible that

. to do more than touch on them today would

not achieve any useful objeet. The eir-
cumstances of these matters are well known
to all. The main problem in connection
with them is, of course, Jack of money.
Shortages in both labour and materials also
have to be overcome. In regard to drain-
age, 1 would point out that certain aveas
in close proximity to Perth are extremely
low-lving. In some cases these low-lying
areas run across what may be. considered
rodds.  The result is that when
these areas become flooded, as they do
periodically, the roads are impassable to
traffic and large numbers of the vesidents
for whom these toads provide fhe only
outlet suffer considerable hardship.

These areas that are aunfortunate in re-
speet of flooding should receive some assist-
ance from the Government becnuse, as
they vreceive less vevenpe than the
higher areas, they cannot bhope to de-
velop to the same extent. Loeal auth-
orities in these areas are in many cases
completely unable to cope with the draining
of land, the flooding of which affects the
roads and the properties of the settlers
within their boundaries. I know that in
Middie Swan and in adjadent areas the
drainage problem is very aente. The Minis-
ter for Wiorks and Water Supply has visited
various places where drainage is particularly
urgent and has aiready seen fit to embark
on drainage projects within those areas in
order to improve the plight of the residents
affected. I wish to emphasise that we are
not asking for excessive amounts. We simply
consider that this matter of drainage should
be given a high priority in public expengdi-
ture and we want to ensure that that priority
amonnts to something. We do not want to
seq other works which have not the same
depreo of urpency or value to the State
heing proceeded with while aregs in our dis-
trict, ugon which - the livelihood and health
of the residenis depend, are flooded.

I do not intend to say much about the
transpori position, The matter is in the
able hands of the Minister for Transport,
and the Government is doing its best to
remedy the existing state of affairs and to
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pat transport in the position that it should
held in this State, that is, in the very fore-
front of progress, not trailing dismally—
very dismally—in the rear. Middle Swan)
as I have said, bas been shamefully negleet-
ed in the past; but in no respect has it been
more shamefully neglected than in the mat-
ter of trapsport. That has been the greatest
stumbling block to the propress of the dis-
trict with which the residents have had to
vontend or possibly ever will have to con-
tend. We want more transport; we want
better transport and we want it as soon as
it can be given. It has been a matter for
gratification to us in Middle Swan that al-
ready the Minister for Transport bas in-
spected the area and outlined certain tenta-
tive plans to us which mean that this diffi-
culty will be overcome, to the very great
benetit of the district generaily.

There is only one point I wish to empha-
sise when dealing with fransport on this
cecasion. It is that at Middle Swan we are
st present in a worse state than are many
other clectorates in the metropolitan area
so far as transport is concerned. I want fo
repeat that we are gratified indeed at the
sympathetic consideration already shown fo
us by the Minister for Transport in this
problem. We know that we will continue
1o get this consideration from him. We also
know-—and this is morve important—that
from him we will get the best transport it
is possible to give us. With education, with
partieular emphasis on improvements and
extensions to schools, we ecome to the final
one of what I consider to he the four stock
problems of Middle Swan. As wilh the
prablems of housing, drainage and trans-
port, 1 do not wish to say much about this
matter now. With the housing position being
as it has been in the past, and from which
we have not yéot recovered and are nof likely
to for some time, we are faced with the
slternative—schools or homes.

Many parents and publie-spirited citizens
are devoting their time and energies to or-
ghnisations to develop their distriets and
improve the welfare of their children. Natar-
ally they feel aggrieved when 'impro.\'ements
to schools are delayed, but when thev realise
the true position they will agree that the
(Giovernment has made the only possible
choice in the circumstanees, I, and everyone
else, would like to see this Government em-
bark on an ambitions school-building pro-
gramme, but I would first prefer to see home-
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less families housed. From the contact I
have made with the departments concerned,
and with members of the Governent, I want
to say that I have every confidence in the
Minister for Edueation, I am sure that in

" his hands edueation in this State will, when

it becomes possible, be given a new deal
which will be the greatest thing that will
have happened in our history.

There are many publie undertakings which
we, in Middle Swan, are anxious that the
Government should commence as soon as
the State’s finances, and the labour and
materials position allow., The most import-
ant of them, as far as we in Middle Swan
are concerned, is the reclamation of the
Swan River befween Perth and Quildford.
This reclamation wil]l give to the State an-
other streteh of river as beautiful as that
below Perth. Then, too, there is-the tre-
mendous advantage that aecess to the aveas
involved would he to'the residents in the
eramped areas of Bayswater, Maylands, and
East Perth. This is a task which should
hold a high priority requiring, as it does,
no equipment which czonot be spared from
other projects, and very little labour. A
matter of surprise, to those who are not
familiar with t, is the comparatively low
cost at which so much of our river has al-
ready been reclaimed and this reclamation
has added eonsiderably to the beauty of our
city, We shonld take the first opportunity
te reelaim the river from Bayswater
to  Guildford and thus cxtend its
natural heanty while at the same time
making the playing fields which could be
construeled on ifs hank available to all,

.and, as T have already mentioned, particu-

L]

larly to the people in the crowded areas of
Maylands, East Perth and Bayswater,
The plight of the old age pensioners in
this State is another matter, to which, for
a few moments I would elaim the attention
of the House. I do not refer to pensions,
which is the eoncern of the Commonwealth,
hut to the accommodation provided by the
State for these people. In the past we
have felt that our ohligations to the elderly
people have been discharged so long as we
have provided seeurity of life—that is, a

‘roof over their heads and the hare means

to sustain life. Our attifude to this ques-
tion typifies the showiness of our concep-
tion of helping those who need our aid.
But the extent of our showiness in this
matter does not end with the elderly people
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who, as a last resor}, move inio these so-
ealled homes provided by the State for old
age pensioners. It extends to the thousands
who are without relatives, or who for
other reasons live in their own lonely homes
rather than acecept the rations and living
quarters doled out to them in the existing
State homes. I do mot want to labour this
point but "simply to stress that the plea
ol other obligations is no exense for allow-
ing the present state of affairs to continue.

The time is long overdne for the build-
ing of homes and cottages te which our
elderly people could retire in eireumstances
fitting to their dignity and needs. They
should have homes where their wants would
be attended to by a staff suficiently large
for the purpose. 1 am pleased to know
that the home being constructed in the foot-
hills is being built with this objeet in mind.
I express the hope that the time is not far
distant when our old people will be able
to retire in cireumstances that will be fit-
ting to the lives of service to the State and
to humanity that many of them have so
unselfishly reandered and for which, up to
the present, they have received such seant
recognition. At an earlier stage this even-
ing T mentioned parochialism in connection
with dwelling too much on the needs of
Middle Swan, I want to say that parochial-
ism ean extend mueh further.

The State itself ean be paroehial, and T
believe we ourselves are to a great extenf,
parochial. When I say that I do not mean
in regard to our relations with the other
States, but in connection with the living
conditions of the vast numbers of people
very close to our shores. Only about 400
miles or s¢ from the north of this State,
commences a series of populated isiands
the inhabitants of which are part of a vast
race which stretehes right aeross that area.
Many people in this State do not conceive
of the number of people so close ta our
shores. Their attitude to life is such that
many of them die annually from starvation
and from sicknesses which could be avoided
and eured with the most elementary medi-
eal eare. I point this oul merely to em-
phasise that our sole objeet in Australia
must not always be confined to helping our-
selves. We are in a position to do some-
thing actively in the way of assisting those
less fortunate peoples, and it behoves every
Anstralian to do so. The States and the
Commonwealth shounld, at an early date,
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evolve some way by which we could con-
tribute, even M at present it is only a token
contribution in the form of medical sup-
plies, to the welfare of the peoples close to
our shores, who are nof in a position to
help themselves, N

Theve is énly one other matter to whick
I wish to refer this afternoon, and before
doing 50 I want to say that it was not my
original intention, or my wish, to include
any eriticism not of a eonstructive eharac-
ter on this the first oceasion that I have
had the opportunity of addressing the
House. The matter to which I refer was the
unprovoked, unwarranted and vicious deri-
sion directed by a former Minister of the
Crown in this House at the great principle
of soldier preference. We had the speetacle
of his deriding the prineiple of soldier
preference, in a manner caleulated to arouse
the anger and the contempt of any one of
us who has the intellizence and the human
fecling to comprehend the sutfering which
was willingly endured for Australia and for
all of humanity, including the likes of the
member for Lecderville who, I feel sure,
was very dependent upon their protection
and who now so contemptuously spurns
and derides the saerifiees they inade.

ITon. A. H. Panton: That is a lie. When

you can produce two sons who did their
bit for their father you can talk.

Mr. GRAYDEXN: The hon. member. de-
rided the prineiple of soldier preference.

IIon. A. H. Panton: I ask for those words
to be withdrawn. I did nothing ef the
sort. I take exeeption to them.

My. SPEAKER: The hen, member is
asked to withdraw the statement.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I withdraw,

Hon. A. H. Panton: You ought to talk
ahout a man dependent on soldiers!

Mr. GRAYDEN: If the hon. member
wants to wake a speech he will, T presume,
get an opportunity later.

Mr, Marshall: He will make a better one
than you ave attempting. )

Mr. GRAYDEN: T wust thank the House
for its indulgence this afternaon,

Hon. A. H. Panton: You have every right
to.

Mr, GRAYDEN: { want to pay a tribute
to the new Government. Without exeeption,
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the Ministers of this Government sirive to
do what they consider to be In the best in-
terests of the people of the State.

Mr. Rodoreda: You ought to be a pretty
good judge.

Mr. GRAYDEN: No matter. is so large
hut that they approach it with new ideas,
i new ontlook and an open mind. No matter
ix ton xmoll for the Government to give it
tull eonsideration. In its sineerity, its new
hreath and its open mind, we have, in a few
woris, the basic ¢ualities charaeteristic of
the present Government. At any rate, they
are g tew of the basic qualities with which
the present Government has proved to be
rivchly endowed and which will distinguish
it thronghout its term (f office to the very
vreat benefit of the people of Western Aus-
tralin. I want to emphasise these qualities,
tor they bring a breath of fresh air to a
State struggling for breath. Members op-
posite have many times doring the current
debate referred to cobwebs, which character-
ixed the term of offite of the Labour Gov-
ernment and  enshrouded the Government
Ienches Jduring the period. For 14 long
vears insincerity, seetional interests and lip-
sorvite to the publie weal prevailed. With
the advent of the new (Government, the cab-
wehs have already gone.

Ifon, A. H. Panton: Bunt the spiders are
there.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: And the Government
wmembers are now tangled in the webs,

Mr. GRAYDEN: They have been swept
from the Government benches. The cobwebs
of insincerity, the cobwebs of sectional in-
terests, the cobwebs of prevarication, the
cobwebs of hypocrisy—all have gone. Mem-
hers apposite still see eshwebs before them,
and they look through 2 mirage of cobwebs,

Mr. Mal‘shull: We look to the cobwebs
on the otbcr side of the House.

Mr. GRAYDEN: They will continue to
wee cobwebs, Habifts of 14 long yvears are
not swept away so soon. Labour members
will continne to see cobwebs although they
have already gone from the State’s activities,
They will .continue to see ecobwebs, in
which they themselves are enmeshed,

Mr. Marshall: What forest did you find
them in?

Mr. GRAYDEN: T felt carlier that it was
my bounden duty to refer to the unprovoked,
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vicious and quite unwarranted attack made
by a member opposite on the principle of
soldier preference,

Hon. A, H. Panton: T would advise you
not to come hack at that!

Mr. GRAYDEXN: T felt bound, on behalf
of the ex-servicemen of- this State, to em-
phasise to memhers oppasite just how his
ferlings in this matter were regarded by ex-
servieemen,

Hon. A, H. Panton: Yon will take a long
time to convinee the soldiers of this State
on that point.

Mr. GRAYDEN: We had the spectacle
of & former Minister of the Crown deriding
the prineiple of soldier preference in a
manner ecalcunlated to arouse the anger and
contempt of any one of us who—

Hon, A. H. Panton: On a point of order,
Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is repeating
a statement he made earlier,

_ Mr. Marshall: Let him go!

Hon. A. H. Panton: T will net let him
go. I have alreandy asked for a withdrawal
of a similar statement. You, Mr. Speaker,
directed it to be withdrawn and now it has
been repeated. I take exception te that, and
I ask that the statement he withdrawn,

Mr. Marshall: And for an apology.

Hon, A. R, G. Hawke: The rat-bag! Why
bother about him?

Mr. SPEAKER: To what does the hon.
member abjeet?

Hon. A. H. Panton: I objeet fo the
statoment that T derided the work of 1e-
tarned soldiers in this State on the question
of preference, I did nothing of the sort,
The fact is that I put up a fight for a re-
turned soldier and opposed the appeintment
of a non-returned soldier. I ask that the
statement he withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER : The member for-Leeder-
ville has taken exception to a statement
made by the hon. member and has requested
that the statement Le withdrawn,

Hon, P. Collier: And not repeated.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member has
heard the request. Does he withdraw the
statement ?

Mr, GRAYDEN: T withdraw the state-
ment,

Hon. P. Collier: You should not have
répeated it.
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Mr. GRAYDEN: There is one other mat-
ter I desire to say in conclusion, and it is
that I am very pleased indeed io have the
privilege, of which I am very proud, of
being assoviated with my colleagues on the
Government side of the House.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: The seeming
pelitical corkserew has spoken.

My, Marshall: Did he not stand as an
independent once?

MER. MAY (Collic) [5.36]: At the oufset
1 de~ire to offer you, Mr. Speaker, my con-
gratulations upon your appointment to your
high office. I trust that during the period
you oveupy the Chair, while I have a seat
in this Chamber I shall do, and say, nothing
te ¢ause you any alarm or concern. 1 am
deeply conscious of the fact that I follow
in the footsteps of n man who set a very
high standard in public life. It has been
very pleasing to me, on being elecied to
this House and mixing with my fellow mem-
bers, to note the love and affeetion that all
had for my predecessor. I trust I shall do
nothing to lower the standard set by the
former member for Coilie. In common with
the member for Murchison, I regret that the
portfolio of Mines is not held by a Minister
in this Chamber. However, I feel in the

circumstances that we must accept the posi- -

tion as we find it. In the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech reference is made to the forth-
coming senson and the anticipation of a
successful harvest is mentioned. 1 am
pleased to note that. -

" In view of the fact that we may anticipate
a humper harvest I shall deal with a hasic
requirement associated with a prosperous
senson, [ refer to the question of coal
supplics. In view of the emergency that
arose abont two years ago, it was decided
that the open-ent system should be adopted
in conjunction with deep coalmining, T am
of the opinion that the eopen-cut
ns  against  deep-mining  method should
he rezarded purely as an emergency
measure. Coal that is easily obtained close to
the surface is of a very immatnre nature and
is often mixed with forcign matter such as
gravel, which makes the use of open-cat epal
very undesirable, particularly from the point
of view of the eonsumer. Therefore I say
that the open-cut method shonld be regarded
only in the light of an emergency measure.

147

This brings me to the point regarding
the development of the c¢oalmines at Collic.
I regret to have to admif that, for a very
long period, more attention has been paid
to winning eoal quickly than to the future
life and development of the mings, and I
deetn it wy duty to direct the attention of
the Government to the position at Collie.
The matter, I feel, needs investigation and
would, if attended to, have a far more bene-
ficial effect Lhan anything else on the out-
put of eoal ' .

1 wish to say a few words regarding the
distribution of coal. TUnder the National
imergency Regulations, it was considered
advisable—and T think it was—to set up a
committee charged with the duty of ensur-
ing a proper distribution of the coal that
was availahle, The committee was set up
by the Commonwealth. During the period
of the war it might have been very desirable
for the Commonwealth to take that action,
but now, two yvears after the close of the
war and at a time when we are on the road
to rehabilitation, T feel that the distribution
of the output at Collie should devolve upon
the State authorities, I shall give my rea-
sons for this belief,

On the 26th June last, a eonference of
goldmining and coalmining interests was held
at Kalgoorlie with the objeet of aseertaining
what’ the Goldfields’ requirements of coal
were and whether the Goldfields people were
prepared fo use it. The conferente assembled
and one of the first questions asked by the
Goidfields people was why the supply -of
coal had been stopped. I admit quite can-
didly that the coal representatives had mo
idea that the 500 or GO0 tons of coal that
had heen sent to Kalgoorlie had heen stop-
ped. I made further inquiries and found
that the reason why Kalzoorlie had nat re-
ceived its quota, as it had hecn receiving
over a long period, was that the bnnkering
trade at Fremantle had to be supplied. T do
not confend for o moment that shipping is
not of vast importance. It is, but I main-
tain also that the future prosperity of the
coalmining industry is also important.

I refer to the time just before the recent
war when the Collie miners were working
only two or three shifts a week. They were
not getting enough to live on. This was
due to the faet that-the shipping companies
in those days were using Neweastle coal.
At present, however, they are not able to
get . Neweastle coal so easily, and conse-



148

quently they have sovwght supplies of Collie
conl, I see no reason why the internal mar-
ket for Collie coal should be sacrificed to
people who are prepared to turn our in-
dnstry down immediately they ean get coal
from other places. That is one reason why
I have brought up the question of the dis-
tribution of coal. It is time that representa-
tives of this State, if there is to be a direc-
tion of the distribution, undertook that duty.
So far as the subject of distribution is con-
verned, I shall leave it at that. -

(ne important question is that of the in-
ereased output of eoal. The output has in-
ereased to almost 800,000 tons a year, and
it is possible in the event of our being able
to supply the requirements of the Goldfields
anil other industries that the yearly output
will rise to 1,000,000 tons. 1 feel sure that
1his is u condition of affairs that every mem-
her is very desirous of secing attained. For
the present, however, there is no possibility
of inereasing the ountput of coal at Collie,
unless we are able to put more men into the
industry, and there is no chance of getting
more men in the industry until we are able
to provide them with homes.

Wo have heard this afternoon something
about homeg and I have no desire to enter
into uny debate on that subject. During the
pust year 307 men were given work in the
mines and 301 of those employees left the
industry on aceount of inability to find ae-
vommodation for themselves and their de-
pendants. Therefore, in spite of the very
acute position regarding housing in other
parts of the State, I strongly urge the Gov-
ernment to do all in its power to provide
more homes in Collie in order that the out-
put of the mines might be increased {o meet
the requirements of the State,

1 know that Collie has been given a No. 1
building priority and under that priority
we have heen getting houses bhuilt at the
rate of one a month. At lenst two wed-
dings take place every week in Collie, and
therefore I do not see how we can hope to
make up the leeway or keep up with the
pace set by the number of marriages. 1
earnestly implore the Government to try to
do something about the matter, 1f there is
anything that itbe local governing bodies
can do, or thai 1 can qo, to assist the Gov-
ernment to remedy the position, we shall be
happy to do it.

" Would it not be possible
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Recently the State Eleetricity Commis-
slon took posscssion of some leases near
Collic. T understand that the Commission
intends to obtain its own coal supplies; but
so far I have been unable to discover that
1 has made any great effort to take steps
to provide ils own eoal requivements. I
know the Commission is boring on its
leases, but the boring is proeeeding at o
very slow rate. I would very much like
to see some Impefus given to the efforts of
the Commission to obtain jts own coal snp-
plies. 1 would also like to refer to the con-
samption of our native coal on the Cold-
fields and to emphasise that we should do
everything in our power to supply that de-
mand. If we do not, it is quite on the eafds
that the demand will he met by the supply
of fudl from withount the State.

1 feel I shall have the support of mem-
bers when I say that, if it is at all possible
to supply the Qoldfields with our native
fuel, we should take the carliest opportun-
ity to assist in supplyving that need. We
can only do so by obtaining an increased
output, employing more men in the in-
dustry and providing them with homes to
live in. I wish {o dwell on another aspect
very hriefly. The Minister for Mines has
expiessed his intention to grani additional
leases in the coal-bearing country at Collie.
to give other
companies an opportunity, if they so de-
sire, to take up leases and put down their
own mines, a5 thereby they would help 1o
overcome the present acute shortage of eoal
supplies? T desire also to tonch upon the
railway position at Collie and the require-
ments of the Railway Department there.

1 draw the attention of the Minister for
Railways to several requirements. He has
already expressed himself as willing to he
most helpful and I sm sure we shall have
his assistance after T have explained a few
items. First, the railway assembly yards at
Collic are totally inadequate to cope
with the goods and services that ave being
dealt with at ‘the station today. There is
not one line in the assembly yard with suf;
ficient room to enable a whole train t{o be
set up. This entails extra shunting. The
position has been made worse now that the
Garratt engines are again in service. Their
increased load has aggravated the position
at the assembly yards. I do not know when
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the Collie railway station was built, but it
seems to me it must have been many years
ago; it is more like a rabbit warren than
a railway station. With the amount of
traffic passing through Collie and the shunt-
ing that goes on continuously day and
night, it is high time the Commissioner of
Railways gave some thought and considera-
tion to reorganising the whole set-up of the
assembly yards and the relative conveni-
enees,

Something should be done whereby the
trains ean be assembled much gquicker and
rauch more simply than that is being done

now. At present the assembly yards are
faced on one side by Harvey-st. and on
the other hy Lefroy-st. Both these

streets earry a tremendous amount of traffie
day and night and have become positive
death traps to the general publie, owing to
the eontinuous shunting over the two roads

hoth day and night. Innumerable accidents '

have occurred there, and that is not to be
wondered at when one realises the amount
of shunting and the amount of traffic at
the Collie station.

I suggest to the Minister for his con-
sideration that he should at least elose the
shunting yards and take the shunting fur-
thei west to the other side of Harvey-
st, where there is no crossing and nq
danger to the public. There is ample room
for the goods sheds at that site, and an
island platform station could be ereeted.
The site of the present assembly yards
could be beaulified by planting lawns and
trees. This might be an inducement for
the visitors who come to Collie fo stay
there a little while. T make that sugges-
tion to the Minister for Railways in all
sincerity. It would be interesting to know
how much lost time oceurs in the course
of the vear over both those crossings
through the publie being held up during
shunting operations. T hope the Minister
will give some attention to the seitlement
of this matier which I would ask him to
helieve is long overdue.

I want to say a word to the Minister for
Works in regard to water supply. A most
remarkable thing is that although in Collie
we have plenty of water—so much that we
could supply the whole State—the inhabit-
ants are always short of it. During the
summer months I am not able to obtain
sufficient to water my garden. Our trouble
is due entirely to the piping leading from
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the dam to Collie. I am sure the Minister
will look into that matter, which I think
has already been brought under his notice.
I hope he will act iihmediately.so that the
residents can have a supply of water
through the reticulation service during the
coming summer. '

1 would also draw the attention of the
Minister for Works to our roads. Ged
knows that Collie is isolated enough! It
takes two hours to get from Brunswick
Junction to Collie by train, and if one does
it'in that time one is luecky. Visitors only

‘need to go there once and they say, ‘‘Never

again!’’ Collie is situated in the heart of
the forest country; and beeause the Forests
Department has most of the land tied up
and does not’pay any rates, we have what
T suppose is one of the poorest road boards
in Western Australia, which does not get
nearly suflicient revenue to maintain the
roads that are used in the distriet. I wounld
ask the Minister to give kindly considera-
tion tg that watter. It will be brought to
his notiee shortly and I feel-sure he will
be most rveady to do something about it.

With regard to the record of the Collie
miners, all through the war, as everyane
knows, they stuck to their guns under con.
ditions, which at times, were most revolt-
ing. They worked every holiday and Sun-
day whenever called upon, and I believe
that for coalmining they hold the world’s
record. I want also to refer to decentrali-
safion, T feel that when any ecompany de-
sires to establish itself in the country it
should reeeive every encouragement from
the Government. Recently it was decided
to install and equip a wireless station some
four or five miles from Collie, but I under-
stand that so far the Government has not
seen fit to grant the company the frechold
of the 20 acrves of land on which t‘mt
station is to be built. As a matter of faet,
the mast has already heen erceted. YWhen-
ever private enterprise desires to establish
itself in a eountry distriet it should be
given every opportunity to do so. We can-
not expert people who have money and who
are desirous of inaugurating some enter-
prise to go into the conntry unless they re-
ceive some encouragement in the way T
have sugezested.

Last Baturday afternoon I took the oppor-
tunity to visit the loeation of the reeent
subsidence some eight miles from Collie.
There was not much said in the paper re-
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garding the catastrophe that oceurred there
and 1 waunt briefly to give members some
idea of what took place. The subsidence
occurred 114 miles from the Cardiff mine. I
want members fo imagine  an area of ap-
proximately one acre suddenly disappearing
to a depth of 100 feet. The jarrah trees
growing on that particular acre of ground
vanished. They cannot he seen now.
That will give some idea of the fall-in
that oceurred at the Cardiff mine. It is
estimated that approximately 1,000,000 tons
of earth have entered the old workings of
that mine. Just two hours before the sub-
sidence occurred, 12 men were working
under the very spot where it took place.
We can imagine how lucky it is that there
was not a dreadful catastrophe involving
loss of life and desolation in 'many Collie
homes! This is the biggest fall-in that has
We have had
them in the past, but they have been much
smaller. This is something to be dreaded.

By the immediate action of the manage-
ment and the men, the river was diverted
so that it would not flow into the fall-in.
A pgood job has been done and so far the
water i8 still flowing away from that area.
The amount of water and slurry that has
entered the pit has covered an aren, under-
ground, of approximately 30 acres, TFor-
tunately this has cceurred in an old section
of the mine which was worked out some

years ago, with the exception of the pillars,

“and I think, and the gencral opinion is,

" be.

that the fall-in has oceurred as a result of
extracting the pillars which has consequently
prevented any support being afforded to
the roof of the particolar part of the mine.
I am quoting this case to show members that
coalmining is not all it is eracked up to
Goldmining has its risks also, but in
the treacherous nature of the country
arownid Collie the work of the coalminers
becomes very dangerous and ealls for a goed
deal of skill and courage,

I have already #aid that the Collie miners
hold a oaod record for Lheir work, and I feel
sure that whenever there is an opporiunity
to make their lot brighter, all members,
particularly those of the present Govern-
ment, will dn ali they can to that end. They
will give them every proteetion and econ-
sideration. The State urgently needs the
coal, and T feel it is the duty of all of us to
give to the men working in this danger-
ous environment every consideration and

*spective of party.
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amenity possible. I hope the Govern-
ment will do all in its power to give
them these things which they deserve
for working most of their life in the
bowels of the earth, and away from God's
sunlight. It is almost dark when they go
to work and when they come bome, and it
is always dark when they are underground.
They work under rotten conditions, and I
earnestly make the plea that the Govern-
ment will, whenever possible, afford them
every consideration,

MR, ACKLAND (Irwin-Moore) [6.12]:
May I join those who have gone before me
in econgratulating you, Sir, on being elected
to the Speakership? As a new member, it
is only naturn] that the firs{ business of the
House should bhe of particular interest to me,
and it was with great pleasure that L
observed yon receive the uhanimons endorse-
ment of all members of this Assembly, irre-
It was gopd to hear the
kindly aml culogistic relerences made hoth
by the Premier and the Deputy Leader of
the Oppesition when they eongratulated yon,
one of whom was speaking on behalf of the
two parties eomprising the Govermment, and
the other on hehalf of the Western Austra-
lian _Lahour Party. T would also, like to
congratulaic my friend, the member for
York, on recciving the appointment of
Chairman of (‘ommittees. I have for many
vears worked in close association with hin
in an industrial organisation, and I know
that he will stand up very well indeed to the
duties which will fall to him in his new posi-
tion. I would like to go further and offer
my sinvere congratulations to the Premier
and the team that has been elected to work
with him. e have already seen their eapa-
city for hard work. They have not spared
themselves for one minute sinep taking over
their departments,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. ACKILAND: Before tea I reached the
proint where I wished to eongratulate thd
Ministry, and 1 stated that they bad the
capaeity for work. I am of the opinion
that, no matter how large or small the under-
taking may be——there ure three essentials to
success. The first is a capacity for hard
work, the second is sincerity of purpose,
while the third is a considerable measure of
commonsense. In this Ministry we have all
three in abundance and, when we have add-
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ed to that a great deal of ability, I believe
success is assured, I wish I could proceed
to congratulate members of the Opposition
on the sportsmanship they showed when
this Touse first met. I came here as a
new member, without previous knowledge
of Darliament, and to me it was indeed
o great disappoiniment to sce the tacties
that were indulged in during the whole
of lnst week. I cxpeet it was a case
of wintow-dressing in preparation for some-
thing to ¢come, but to me it seemed a reflee-
tion on the great bhulk of Labour supporters
thronghout Western Australia, in taking
them to be arrant fools!

It was =aid that the last election was won
on misrepresentation and advertising, That,
coming from a Labour Opposition, would be
amusing if it were not so ridiculons. The
exeuses for defent were indeed laughable.
We had a Labour Government in ¢harge off
the Treasury bench in Western Australia
for 20 ont of the last 23 years. At election
after eleetion promises were made to the
people bat were not fulfilled. We*have the
Government of today in office for four
months, and right from its inception an
attempt has heen made to embarrass it. If
we wanted proof of what has not happened
in the past it could be found in the faets sur:
rounding a deputation that was taken hy the
Leader of the Opposition to the Premier
shortly after he took office. That, in my
opinion, amounted to an admission of failure
on the part of the previous Government to
do what was required when it had the
opportanity. -

As the newly elected member for Irwin-
Moore it is only reasonable and, I believe,
rvicht, that I should econfine my remarks
mainly to matters related to agriculture.
Practieally the whole of the cleetors of
Irwin-Moore are to some extent dependent
on the produets of the soil. I ean go further
and say that all the people of Western Aus-
tralia are dependent for their stability on
the sensons, prices and eonditions related to
primary produetion. Temight T will deal
first with the wheat industry and wheat
stabilisation. Tt is indeed pleasant to know
that to-day all the wheat producers through-
nut Australia are speaking with one voiee,
It is particvlarly plessing to me beeause, for
a number of vears, I have been working—
together with a most sineere body of men—
to bring into being a fair and reasonable
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wheat stabilisation scheme, one under which
the rights of both producer and consumen
would receive fair treatment. Before I take
my seat again T hope to have convineed the
House that had a wheat stabilisation scheme
such as that suggested hy the cx-Minister fop
Comumeree, Mr, Scully, become the law of
this land, the produce=s would have contri-
buted more than £180,000,000, which is a
vast sum of money.

At the outset T will make the admission
that the wheatgrowers of Australia are under
a deht of gratitude and an obligation to the
taxpayers of the Commonwealth. They have
received considerable sums of money from
the Commonwealth Treasuver. They are
willing to admit that and te honour any
ohligation arising from it. From 1930 to
1M1 they received an amount of almost
£22,000,000 ip subsidies from one source or
another. From 1938 to 1943 they received,
by reason of the flour tax, a further
£4,500,000. Over a period of 13 years they
received nearly £26,000,000. I will net tell
the House that that was nearly sufficient to
keep the wheat industry solvent. It was not,
but at the same time the wheat industry
shonld recognise that obligation, and is
willing and anxious to do so.

I have said that up to 1943 the industry
received mearly £26,000,000. TIn the sue-
ceeding two years, it contributed to the
people of this country nearly £22000,000.
I am in a dilficulty to find a term to de-
serihe this scheme, hut had it come into
.operation, during the next five years the
farmers would have eontributed £32,500,000
per annum to the people of this country.
This ean easily be worked out. Sixty mil-
lion bushels of wheat were nsed by the
people of Australin; 32,000,000 bushels
were used in the form of flour, 25,000,000
bushels were used by the stoek feeders and
the rest was used hy hreakfast-food manu-
facturers and processors of wheat gener-
ally., Every bushel of that wheat returned
to the grower ds, 1d. at siding. Tn 1938,
when the flour tax legislation was intro-
duced, the growers received 5s. 2d. per
bushel bag basis port, and at that time
the wheat was worth d4s. 4d. per bhushel at
the average siding on a bulk basis. Owing
to inereased handling ecosts, the value of
that wheat had depreciated hy 1915 to 4s.
14d. per bushel, or 3d. per bushel less than
it was worth in 1938
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I have figures to prove conclusively that
the cost of wheat production over that
period increased by more than 50 per cent.
The basi¢ wage in 1938 was £3 15s. and at
present the wheatgrower, in common with
other industries, is paying £5 12s. 6d. A
J0-combine in 1938 cost £164. The same
implement was quoted this morning at
U205, with another increase expected he-
caunse no implement ean be bhooked at a
firm price. A header-harvester in 1938
cost €295 whereas this year the priee is
£366. Members opposite will readily admit
that the ordinary cost of living, which the
primary producer as well as everyone else
bas to bear, has risen considerably. Two
years ago together with the member for
York, and Mr. W. J. Russell, of Bilbarin,
I was a member of a committee that made
un honest attempt to ascertain the cost of
producing wheat in this State. We do not
say that we arrived at the exact cost, hut
we do say it was an under estimate he-
cause, every time we were in douht, we
took a lower figure, .

After seven months of very hard work,
during which time we co-opted a  great
many people to help us, we reached a de-
vision that the conservative priee was 5s.
Vad. per bushel at siding. Since then
there  has been  anether inquiry.- The
Farmers' Union of Western Australia asked
our chairman, Mr. Russell, who, hy the
wiy, as well as heing a praetical wheat
farmer, ix also an aceountant, to investi-
wate the costs again, Instead of working
along the lines we had adopted,—we tried
to find an average farmer on an average
farm receiving an average yield—he took
something far more definite. He obtained
the fignres as presented hy farmers to the
Taxation Department. I saw the conclu-
sionz he arrived at. Since then Prof.
Underwood of the University, who is in
charge of the Institute of Agriculture, made
available Miss Rowley to travel throngh the
agricultural areas. Names of 100 farmers
were taken at random and she inspected
their books and taxation returns for the
past two years. These figures are not quite
vomplete, but it ean be aceepted that the
enst of producing a bushel of wheat in
Western Australia today is slightly over 6s.
per bushel. For that, the grower is receiv-
ing 4s. 1d. at sidings today.
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I have already mentioned that stock feed-
ers were using 25,000,000 bushels of wheat
vearly. Before the war, when the price of
wheat was on all fours with the price of
other commodities, stoek feeders used an
average of 8,000,000 bushels yearly. Then
the price of wheat started to rise and, by
1944, they used 51,500,000 bnshels of wheat.
They were good business men; they were
using wheat becausc it was the cheapest
feed they could huy. Now they are per-
mitted to huy 25,000,000 bushels vearly and
they are getting it at 4s. 1d. per bushel at
siding, whereag the grower conld get an
oversea market price of 16s. per hushel.

I do not for one moment eontend that
those industries ean possibly afford to buy
wheat at 16s. per bushel. I also say thad
those industries are necessary for the
economi¢ set-up of this country. We must
kecp the pig feeders, poultry farmers and
dairy farmers in this country. Today, how-
cver, these industries are subsidised to the
extent of £13,750,000 yearly by the wheat-
grower by reason of the faet that we are
selling wheat so muchk Dbelow the oversea
value,

We are, however, prepaved to fall into
line with the rest of the people of Ans-
tralia and keep those industries in produc-
tion, but we are not prepared to continue
carrying all the burden by supplying af the
present priee, and any Government that
forced us to do so would be acting most
unjustly, to say the least, It is the respon-
sibility of all the people, and not of one
soction, to bear that burden. I have said
that I support and am very mach in favour
of a wheat stabilisation scheme, a scheme
which is just and equitable to all the people,
the eonsamer just as mpch as the producer.
I helieve that it should be a Commonweslth
scheme based upon the eost of production,
with a reasonable profit; but I am going to
ask members of this Hlouge if they think
there is the slightest possibility of getting
such a just and equitable secheme from the
Commonwealth Government.

That Government refused emphatically
the requests of the Australian Wheatgrow-
ers’ Federation. It wants to retain to
itself the right to sell millions of pounds
worth of our wheat to countries like New
Zealand at a ridienlously low figure. It
wants, also, to retain the right to do exactly
as it likes with our produet, without any
constderation to us at all. It is pot pre-



[12 AvcusT, 1947.]

pared to give us justice, I doubt whether
there is a single State Parliament in Austra-
lia willing to pass enabling leislation which
wifl allow the Commonwealth to do that.
We have the experience of South Austiralia,
where the growers turned down the proposal
by referendum. We have the experience
of New South Wales and Vieforia, as well
as of this State. In the last session of onr
Parliament an amendment was moved to
the enabling legislation. I believe the then
Government was quite prepared to pass
that enabling legislation and so inflict an
injustice on the wheatgrowers not only of
Australia but of Western Australia in par-
1tcular.

I am quite convineed that we cannot get
an JAustralinn  stabilisation scheme that
would be suitable to the growers today and
I strongly support the movement which I
believe will be initiated by onr Government
to have a Western Australian wheat pool
along the lines proposed by the Royal Com-
mission whieh recently sat in this State.
The people of Western Australia are under
a heavy debt to that Commission. TIts re-
port and findings form a very waluable
document; and the introduwetion of such a
scheme in this State might well be the fore-
runner of similar schemes in other parts
of the Commonwealth that could be allied
to a eentra] selling organisation to bandle
all our oversea wheat sales. Western Aus-
tralia is in a most enviable position, We
are cut off by great distances from the
Eastern States and there ;would be very
litfle fear of our contravening the Consti-
tution, as there would he hut little likelihood
of trade between the States sg far as West-
ern Anstralia is concerned.

From stabilisation I propoese to proceed
{o wheat-hendling. At the outset, T desive
to congratulate the Government on the
prompt action it took in handing over the
bulkliandling installations at Fremantle to
the farmers’ eompany.  This co-operative
company, which is in existenee to render a
service without profit, is one in which every
wheatprower who delivers wheat in bulk
in this State is a shareholder. Tt has
T.316 farmer shareholders. Tnder the Bulk
Handling Aet, the company is responsible
for the wheat from the time it is
deliveredd at the siding until it is put in
the ship's hold. During the war years,
however, under war legislation, the Com-
monwealth Government built what is call-

&
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ed a hospital silo, a gantry and weighing
hoppers at Fremantle. These cost £70,000.
I say most emphatieally that these were built
despite strenunous opposition not only from
Co-operative Bulk Handling, Ltd., but also
from the two Western Australian members
of the Australian YWheat Board, Messrs,
Teasdale and Dyer, who cast the only dis-
sentient votes when the matter came before
the Australian Wheat Doard. In addition,
we find that the Western Australizn
Labour Government built a transfer tower
and conveyor and shipping gatherer cost-
ing another £100,000.

There is no co-ordination hetween these
systems, The capacity of the hospital silo
is nominally 600 tons an hour: in fact, it
handles 430 tons.  The previous State
Government’s installation was built with *
the ohject of earrying 1,800 tons. It was
only half-cquipped and has n eapaeity of
900 tons an hour at presenf. When that
wheat is shot into the ship’s hold, there is
a wheat trimmer which can only handle
J00 tons an hour. YWorse still, the maxi-
mum capacity of the Railway Department
to deliver wheat to Fremantle over the past
two years has been 3,000 tons per week,
not sufficient to keep the State gantry
working for two hours. When this work
was completed, the Tublie Works Depart-
went approached the farmers’ company and
asked for comments. Previous to that, the
farmers’ company had submitted plans and
specifications drawn up by men who had
grown up in the wheat trade. These plans
would have resulted in the Government
seeuring a seheme which would have cost
£118,000, and would have been suitable for
Fremantle for very many years. But that
is not all.

Had there not been a change of (ov-
ernment at the recent cleetions, plans were
drawn up by the Public Works Department’
for the spending of a further £270,000 at
the povt of Fremantle. That would have
been an ahsolute waste of money at p time
when the, State was erving out for useful
expenditure. I desire to tell the House
what that reaily means to the wheat in-
dustry. Iad the £118,000 plan heen adopt-
ed, the fixed charges—intrrest, sinking
fund, maintenance and other charges which
go with them—would have been 634d. per
ton and the working ecosts 81/4d., o total of
1s. 2%d. per ton. Had the £270,000 been
expended hy the State and thus added to
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the exzpenditure already incurred by the
Commonwealth and State Governments,
the fixed charges would have been 1s,
1014d., and the working eosts 7¥d., a total
of 2s. 51%d. per ton; double the expendi-
ture which would have been incurred under
the co-operative company’s plan.

From bulkhandling T would like to turn
to railway matfers, particnlarly as they
affect wheat farmers. I eclaim to be able
to speak with some authority on this sub-
Jeet. Bince the inception of Co:operative
Bulk Handling Ltd. T have been a director.
I was one of the first directors elected by
the farmers of Western Australia. At that
period, in 1933, I represented all the farm-
ers north of the east-west railway, hut to-
day I am a divector representing all the
*wheat farmers throughout the State. Our
railway problems have been wvery serious
indeed. As far as railway matters are con-
cerned it has really been a godsend to the
Government of this State that we have had
two very lean years, Unless there is a
eonsiderable stepping-up of railway effiei-
endy, it will take considerably more than
two years to move this year’s erop, I
think that a conservative estimate of that
crop is 30,000,000 bushels of saleable wheat,
which means that 16,000 tons will have to
be moved weekly.  The highest weekly
railage has been 13,000 tons in the past
year; and, even excluding the period when
we had a strike, it went as low as 3,000
tons. The average hauled is considerably
below half what it is necessary to elear in
12 months.

Through their company, the farmers of
this State have paid to the Railway
Department the sum of £4,250,000 on the
railage of bulk wheat. That represents in
round figures £500,000 a year on an aver-
age crop; and ever since the eompany has
been in existence, which is from 1933, it
has been penalised right and left by the
State Government. When the company first
came into existenee it altered at its own
expense 160 railway trucks to make them
fit to carry bulk wheat and provided fit-
tings for extensions so that the maximum
quantity eould be carried in otherwise un-

. sunitable trucks. That involved the expen-
diture of £35,820. Yet those same trucks
were used for other indusiries, very often
at the expense of Co-operative Bulk Hand-
ling. On one occasion, to suit the con-
venience of another industry, some
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alterations to the trucks were made and the
aceount was sent to the farmers’ company
to meet. I have mentioned thati those altera-
tions cost £55,820. The eost of handling
those lines and extensions, which was done
to make the trucks suitable, was £31,418.

We not only paid freight on the eom-
modify in the loaded vehicles; but in order
to make the Government’s itrucks suitable,
we paid freight on the return journey so
that they could he used again. Replace-
ments and repairs cost £13,342 and in all,
with the freight paid on those items—
another £30,000—the expenditure totalled
£162,580, or .16d. per bushel of the wheat
tarvied.  On behalf of 7,008 odd wheat-
growers in this State T wish to thank the
present (tovernment for one of the very
first things it effected on assumiug oflice;
namely, the removal of that unjust charge
from the shoulders of the growers.

I should like to speak briefly on the mat-
ter of flood relief. I do not know whether
members of this House are aware that two
years ago an industrial organisation of
which I am a member approached the Com-
monwealth Government for some relief for
those farmers who had lost their e¢rops
through floods. We were told to go to our
State Government, which we promptly did.
We had a reply from the then Minister
for Aprieculture to the effeet that the maf-
ter had been put to the Commonwealth
Government. He also suggested that we
should get a loan from the Rural Bank.
At the same time that we were experi-
encing floods, New South Wales had
droughts. The wheatgrowers of New South
Wales received £1,500,000 and “the dairy
farmers received £234,000. Of the £1,500,-
000, £843,000 came from flour tax ecollec-
tions. The farmers in Western Australia
had contributed their yuota of that money,
and in some instances the people whose
crops were devastated by floods had a lower
yield than the people whom they assisted
to obtain relief. The present Government
is going to be asked, even at this late date,
to approach the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for relief for those foll. In my
poeket T have & list of more than 100 farm-
ers who have sent in claims voluntarily;
and not one of those men had a yield higher
than five bushels, while many had no crop
at all.

To the west of the Midland Railway
there is a tract of poor country extending
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from Gingin to Dongarra. 1 underztand
there are 2,000,000 acres of light land there
and I am going to ask the Government if
it will establish a light lands farm in that
eountry. I do not request a big expendi-
ture as at this stage that is not warranted;
but a small pilot farm, where fodder crops
could be tried out, is certainly ealled for.
At Wongan Hills we have a light land ex-
perimental station. That came into exist-
ence after considerable ¢pposition from
the Agricultural Department. It was an
almost unheard of thing to establish a farm
on poor land, the idea being rather to
establish one on pood country. But several
of us persisted and, as a result, the light
land furm at Wongan Hills was established
and has heen of tremendous benefit to
Western Australia. It has proved what
can he done with soils of poor fertility, and
today it is entering into an even more im-
portant role with reference to pastures and
pasture improvements. Though I do not
ask the Government to spend anything like
the same amount of money on the west side
of the Midland Railway, I do ask it to
give consideration to and make preparation
for the establishment of such a farm in
that big tract of country. There we have
the advantages of proximity to a railway
and a very heavy rainfall. Even though
the land itself is poor, I think the expendi-
ture would be absolutely justified.

Within the boundaries of the Trwin-
Moore electorate we have the Moore River
native settlement. I do not pretend to be
an aunthority on native affairs. Prior to
my election I had nothing whatever to do
with them. The information I want to give
the House is certainly first-hand as I gain-
ed it after visiting this place and imspect-
ing the conditions, and the snggestions I
wish to make come from those whom I have
been able to contact and who have been
associated with the natives, and are very
worried about them. I do not blame any
{fovernment, past or present, for the con-
ditions at Mogumber, but they are a re-
flection not only on this Chamber but on
alt the people of Western Australia, and
they should not be allowed to continue, I
want to make it quite elear that, after my
contact with the people administering that
settlement, T have nothing but the greatest
admiration for them. They are fighting an
absolutely losing battle,  They have no
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opportunity to alter the conditions as they
exist.

The Mogumber native settlement is a
festering sore and a reflection on every one
of us. The settlement contains school
children, medical cases, v.d. cases, warrant
cases, indigent natives and blind and deaf
natives. ‘ They are all herded together. I
went through the school there and I believe
that the average intellizence of those
children is nearly as good as that of white
children. Their art work is outstanding.
There were boys and girls of various ages
together, and the school teacher in talking
ahout them and expressing her worry at
the conditions said—‘In this class there
are three pregnant girls, and I expect there
are some with venereal disease.'” There
are compounds for hoth young men and
hoys, and for girls. But it can be secn that
the heavy link mesh netting has heen torn
down so that there is no hope of keeping
the scxes separated. The natives who go
there to recuperate, or who go there be-
cause of trouble with the police, are able '
to roam from one end of the place to the
other. A valiant attempt is made to keep
some sort of order, but it is quite impos-
sible for that to be done.

Instead of having so many siations for
these people, where they are all mixed up,
I am going to ask the Government {to
establish six, one for male children, one for
female children, a third for male v.d., war-
rant and delinquent cases, and the same for
fomale cases, together with a station in
the north and another in the sonth for the
indigent natives. 1 believe that unless
these people are separated there will be no
hope of their ever being anything better
than at present. I am going to make an-
other suggestion which I believe will raise
a storm of protest in some qumarters in
Perth, and that is that ‘the wasteful ex-
penditure of educating these children until
they are a ecertain age and then passing
them back to the influence of their homes,
be discontinued. It is indeed a waste of
money. I say that the children at a young
age—I1 do not pretend to know just when;
others will be more competent to give that
information—should be taken away from
their parents, except in the ease of natives
who have proved themselves to be good
citizens. They shonld be removed alto-
gether and trained for the indusiry, pro-
fession or calling for which they are most
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fitted. I am econvinced from what I have
seen at Mogumber that it is ap absolute
waste of money to educate these children
so far and then send them back to econdi-
tions where they ean slip into the morass
from which they eame, '

In conelusion, T want to make this point,
and I appeal to both sides of the House,
that we have in this Parlinment one which
is very nearly equal in numhers. We have a
great opportunity to work for the welfare
of all the people of this country. We in
Australia ave, perhaps, unique inasmuch as
we emerged  from ihis war far Detter,
in a material sense, than we ecntered if.
Great Britain has heen forced to her
knees because of the terrifie sacrifices she
made during the war and hecause of the
attitude of her former allies. She has
protected us sinee the foundation of our
country. She protected us during this
war. 1 am.not suggesting for a moment
that we did not econtribute considerably
to our own defence and to the winning
of the war, hut we are in a totally
different position from that of (ireat
Britain. We need to produee in abundance,
and T believe that though this Parlinment
has not the influence of the Commonwealth
(tovernment it can, if it approaches this
matter with a feeling of co-operation and
a knowledge of its responsihilities and
ohligations ta Great Britain, leave its mark
on the history of Australia,

HON. J. B. SLEEMAXN (Iremantle)
[8.20]: Might I he allowed to congratulate
vou, Mr. Speaker, on«attaining your present
high and honourahle position.

Mr, Marshall: You are not sincere.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAX: Ot of all the
members opposite 1 was most pleased to

know that vou, Sir, were to succeed to the”

officc of Speaker. 'T feel sure vou will con-
duet the husiness of the Honse as il shounld
be eonducted and will earry out the duties of
your hich offiee with great eredit to vourself.
Should you at any time be unfortimate
enough to find your rulings disazreed with,
do not let that worry you; the leading judges
of the world have their decisions disaereed
to at times. T wish you a happy time while
you are in the Chair, though T eannot say 1
expeet you to he there for more than two or
three years. However, T -wish yon sneeess
while you are there. It is not iny infention
to keep the House long tonight, as T feel

[ASSEMBLY. ]

that the Government must be given a chance
to show what it can do. As someone has
said, “By their deeds you shall know them.”

I have no objection to the Government
having made promises when it went to the
country, as long as it attempts to fulfil such
promises, but I find that it is falling down
on the job and iz not much good to the
people of this State. I believe this Govern-
ment will be known to posterity as “the cob-
web Government.”” I think the Government
tried to fasten that name on those sitting on
this side of the House, but it is now gefting
tangled in cobwebs of its own invention. I
will refer first to the cohweb of the Grosve-
nor Hospital at Fremantle. It is elosed
down, with a eobweb and a spider on top of
it. After the eloction we thought it was
only a matter of going to the Government
in order to get it to lift the cobwehs from
that hospital and re-open it, and that every-
thing in the garden would he lovely, but on
going to the Minister for Health and putting
up a proposition relating to that and
several other hospitals, this is ﬂw veply we
received :—

In reference to the deputation rc hospital
accommadation in Fremantle, The suggestion
that private hospitals are being e¢losed by this
department beeapse they do not comply with

the Private llospitals Regulations is not cor-
rect—

That was dated the 7th May. This Govern-
ment took office on the 1st April, and I shall
always remember that date:—

—but actually none of the private hospitals
in Fremautle complv with the minimum re-
quirements of the Regulations and some of
them deviate from standards so widely that in
normal times they would never bhe livensed,
Notices of existing defeets have been served
Ly inspeetors upon hospitals and where im-
mediate remedy is practicable it has heen
demanded,  Wherever, through shortage of
material or labour, inordinate expense or other
difficulty, correction of a  defeet appeared
likely to jeopuardize the operation of the hos.
pital, action has Dheen limited to long term
noticen without penalty eclanses. It has been
the policy of the department to keep the pri-
vate hospitals open even though the Private
Ilospital Regulations are not fully compljed
witl,  ‘“Grosvevor?” hospital was not closed
hy the department, This hospital hax, for
some vears, heen the subjeet of adverse re:
ports hy the department’s inspeetors and ddur-
ing 1946, notices were served upon the owner
warning him that unless eertain urgent cor-
rective work was undertaken, a liconse would
be refused him for 1947,

There we have the words of the Minister in
denying that the Grosvenor Hospital at
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Fremantle was ever closed or was being kept
closed by the department or the Govern-
ment then in power. The present Minister
for Health says he cannot do anything about
the re-opening of the hospital, that it was
not. closed by the department and that there-
fore no blame lies at the door of the pre-
vious Government. There is a publication
to whieh I would like to draw attention, and
for wanf of a better name I would call it
“The Subiaco Comic Cuts.” It reads:—

Thousands want homes—hundreds have the
land, the material and labour . . . But per-
mits, red-tape control comntinue. Result: Few
houses being built. Break up of family life.

I want to know what the Honorary Minister
is going to do about it. Will she stand up
to these promises and get rid of the contrals,
or sell her prineiples in order to remain on
the Treasury bench? That is what I want
to know from her. I ecannot sec members
on the other side getting rid of these contrals.
While the Honorary Minister was making
such promises to the clectors the present
Premier was writing to the ex-Minister for
Lands asking him {o appoint the members
of the Potato Board. They are now bothdn
the same Government, but I think the
Honorary Minister shonld get out of the
Ministry and show her independenec by
coming over to this side of the House. She
will never get rid of the eontrols by staying
on the Government side. I come now to an-
other passage that is a gem. 1 mean every
word T say, and do not wish to hecome
mixed up in the retnrned soldier contro-
versy, but I must refer this to the young
hopeful from Middle Swan.

Mr. Grayden: We are not political eray-
fish. We do not make statements and then
back out of them,

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: There iz a further
passage i—
You must not grow potatoes, barley, wheat,
raise poultry, ete., without a license. Result:
Restriction in preduetion . | . black marketing.

Then:—

123, an acre not to sow wheat. Bgps: New-
laid unprocurable; 3d. per {lozen added cost
for Egg Board—for what?

That is followed hy:—

Expensive but ineffective rehabilitntion costs
the public £127,000 in wages and rents (plus
oxtras) to pitehfork thowsands of ex-Service-
men fiito misfit jobs with uncertain future,

If the yonng haopeful from Middle Swan
does not agree with that, let us hear from
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him later. When standing before the elec-
tors the Honorary Minister satd:—

During the war we accepted controls and regu-
lations, believing that our frecdom would
return when the war ended. Since peace Gov-
eruments have re-cnacted many controls which
if continued will lead to the subjection of the
individuals of the State,

She also said :—

To increase production and'to populate Aus-
tralia with a henlthy contented people, housing
is most urgent and could be speeded if some
controls were lifted.

Before passing on I want to know what the
Honorary Minister is going to do about it.
Will she help get rid of the controls, or re-
main a Minister?

The Honorary Minister: 1 will not give
you another dinner.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I can afford to
buy my own dinners, but I a2m worrying
about the controls wnder which people are
suffering. I want to know what the
Honorary Minister is going to do. Is she
going to get out of the Government and
eome over here, or is she going to declare her
independence and get rid of these controls?
There is something else I want’te know from
the Honorary Minister. Before she was

-appointed an Honorary Minister, she was

regularly attending meetings of the 71 rail-
way men who wanted their pension rights.
The Honorary Minister used to go there and
say, “Yes, I sympathise with you, but you
will never get anything from the Labour
Government. Put the other party in and
then everything will be all right” Now, I
understand, she has repundiated those men
who wanted their pensions. What I wish to
know is: Are those pensions going to be
paid? Of course mnot! The Honorary
Minister knew very well that there was no
chance at all of their being paid, hut she
promised these men that they would get o
pension if only they got rid of the then
Government, Well, they have got rid of the
Labour Government. Now, where are the
pensions?

Mr. Styants: They think they are going
to get them.

Hon, J. B. SLEEMAN: I think they will
be disappointed, because the Honorary
Minister has already repudiated them.

The Honorary Minister: No, I have not.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Honorary

Minister did so on the opening day. She
said, “We have gone into it and found that
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it is impossible.” She was asked whether it
would not be possible to get 30s. a week for
them and the reply was, ‘No, it would eost
millions.”

The Honorary Minister: Where did I say
that ?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Ilere, in the
building.

The Minister for Lands:
talk.

Hon, J. B, SLEEMAN: If the Honorary
Minister will not answer my question, I shall
pass on. Now I want to have a word with
the Minister for Works. He promised the
people in  his election literature that, if
elected, he would relax regulations on the
housing so that two-unit families eould get
homes.

The Minister for Works:
attach that to me.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: T shall produce
the pamphlet. Will the Minister believe it
then?

The Minister for Works: I will, if I niade
the statement,

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: He said the regu-
lations would he relaxed to allow two-unit
fomilies to get homes under the Housing
(ommission. o

The Minister for Works: When did I say
that ¢

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It is stated in the
Narrogin election pamphlet,

The Mipister for Works: Have vou a
copy of the pamphlet? I should he glad to
see it,

Hoa. J. B. SLEEMAN: Yes, but for the
moient it is not in my hands. I wish to
say, &lso, that a very bad report about
Lomes appeared in this morning's paper. It
was a most misleading report; in fact, 1
consider that it is bordering on political
dishonesty. Reverting to the Minister for
Works, the pamphiet I was referring to has
been returned to me. The Minister said—

I will explain our intention te avcelerate
the huilding of homes,

More corridor

You® cannot

He went on {o promise that two-unit families
would have homes built for them by the
Housing Commission, and said the regula-
tions would be relaxed to allow this to be
dane.

The Minister for Works:
vyou referred to hefore?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN": Yes.

Is that what

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: Then it is an
entively different wording and an entirely
different meaning.

Hon. J. B, SLEEMAN: In this morning's
paper appears the foilowing:—

New Record in W.A,  Ninety homes finizheld
last month.

Rental honies huilt and oceupied under the
Commonwealth-State scheme last month num-
bered 90— record. It in belicved that the
36 war service homes cumpleted and oceopied
during the month established another record.
This was announeed veaterday by the Premier
and Minister for Housing (3Jlr. McLarty).
Mr, MeLarty said that 156 private permits to
build homes were granted during July.

If there was any record, it was a record
for the Labour Government, not for the
present Government, which had nothing to
do with it. The Premier went on to say—

For the first seven months ended on July
31, the respective figures were: Rental homes,
3005 war serviee liomes, 146; private huoilding
permits, 1,154,
There agnin, with the exception of the build-
ing permits, that was another record for the
Labour Government.

The Premier: There will be plenty of
records if we go on.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Why does not
the Premier get his publicity officer to say
that these were the records of the Wise
Government? If the publicity officer can
make the people believe what is contained in
that report, he will be earning his £800 o
year.

The Premier: I do not think the publicity
officer had anything to do with it.

Hon. J. B, SLEEMAN: I do not think
the Premier himself wrote that,

Mr. Marshall: T will guarantee that he
did not.

Hoen. J. B. SLEEMAN: My object is to
point out that that report is all wrong. The
record was cstablished by the Labour Gov-
ernment, and the children who are living in
those houses should be taught to say in their
prayers at night, “God bless the Wise Gov-
ernment.” But for the Wise Government,
they would never have had those homes.
When ‘the Premier was asked how many
homes had been completed since the 1st
April, 1947, under ‘the Commonwealth-State
Housing Agreement, State Housing Com-
mission, War Service Homes and MeNess
Housing Trust, his reply to everything was
“Nil, ni), nil.”
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The Premier: You did not ecmplete homes
in three months.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: We do not expect
the present Government to do so, but we
expect Ministers to give credit where cradit
is due. The man in the street reading this
report would say, “This Government is do-
ing a wonderful job.”

The Premier: So we are.

Hon. 4. B. BLEEMAN: It is almost as
bad as the remark made by a man when he
was getting off the tram. * He smd “What
do you think they were saying on the tram?
This Government has got along quickly with
the building of the Causeway.” Ministers
are getting eredit for that the same as they
are for building homes.

The Minister for Works:
take eredit for that?’ .

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I said that the
man in the street was giving credit to the
present Government for the way it was
getting on with the work at the Causeway.
It was puoshing it along quick and lively.

The Chief Secretary: He could not have
heen a member of the Lahour Party.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: No doubt he saw
the work going on. Let me now have a
word with our ,young hopefnl hero from
Middle Swan. The hon. member had the
temerity to say that the boundaries of the
Middle Swan electorate had heen fixed for
politiecal purposes. I do not know whether
to attribute that statement Lo ignorance or
what I should term it, but I should like to
inform the hon. member that the fizing of
electoral houndaries is not a political matter.
A Commission is appointed to ecarry ou
that duty, and the Commission consists of
highly vespectable and honourable gentle-
men, who send their report to Parliament
for aceeptance or otherwise.

Mr. Grayden: But you ratified it.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The hon, mem-
her should not be silly. Of course we rati-
fied it. The boundaries were fixed hy very
honourghle men, and their report was sent
to Parliament for ratification or otherwise.
There is no such thing as rigging the
boundaries.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: No one ratified the
member for Middle Swan.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It is just as well
for young members to get hold of the facts

Where did we

and not cast aspersions on men holding high

positions—men who are not members of
8]

‘not so much as raised their finger.
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Parlizment, either. The fixing of boundearies
iz done by men in high positions and their
recommendations are ratified by Parliament
or thrown out. Next time the hon. member
wants to talk about somebody, he should
choose & person who is in a position to hit
back.

Hon. A. H. Panton: An old chap like me,
for instapee.

Houo. J. B. SLEEMAN: I have something
else to mention. The member for Middle
Swan handed out thanks to the present Gov-
ernment. When the hon. member was a
candidate for the Federal division of Swan
this is what the “Merredin Mercury” of the
5th Scptember, 1946, reported him as
saying—

One cutstanding question which particvlar)y
concerned the Swan cleetors, a question which
was 2 tremendous indictment of the present
Government (a Labour Government) and of
the Country and Liberal Party, was that these
two parties sat in opposition, bhut they had
QOne in-
dependent conld have dome immeasurably more
alone. Their interests are all in the intrigues
and sectional interest of party polities.

I can hardly believe that the hon. member is
now sitting behind a Liberal-Country Party
Government until I take a second look.

Mr. Marshall: What a lovely supporter he
is! A little dandy!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Within one
month he was endorsed by the Libera] Party
as a candidate for Middle Swan.

Mr. Marshall: He knew all about that

‘Party.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: He advertised
himself as the man that the Parties feared.
Faney the Parties fearing the member for
Middle Swan standing on his own! He
said that he was a political bombshell. I do
not thick I would be out of order if I alter-
ed that word. It should not be political
“hombshell,” it should be political “aerobat.”
There is no doubt about that. He said—

For a representative free of party polities,
Gravden is your guarantee against intrigue
and deception of party politics.

A month afterwards he is endorsed by the
Liberfl Party.

The Premier: Have you had any Tnde-
pendents join your pariy?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Never a man who
wrote stuff like that, anyway. -

The Premier: Have you not?
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The Minister for Lands: You would take
them, all right.

Hon. J, B. SLEEMAN: Then he goes on
to say that everything now in the garden is
lovely. He is now sitting behind the mem-
bers of the Government.

The Premier: He is right, too. .

Hon. J, B. SLEEMAN: The member for
Middle Swan said that the Minister for
Works went to his electorate and did some-
thing about drainage. I want to tell the
Minister for Works that he was invited to
come to my district, but he made an excuse
and did not come. Evidently drainage was
not needed at Fremantle! However, the
people of Fremantle, with their local govern-
ing bodies, waited as a deputation en the
Minister for Works, who conld go to Middle
Swan, but they could obtain no satisfaction.

The Premier: He will take Fremantle in
his stride.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: But he would not
visit Fremantle when requested to do so.

The Minister for Works: I promise you
that by and by, when I have a little time, I
will go to Fremantle.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: But the Minister
went to Middle Swan.

The Minister for Lands: You had 14
years in which to fix your drains at
Fremantle.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: As 1 said, the
Minister for Works could visit Middle Swan
immediately, but he would not go to Fre-
mantle. I will fell the member for Middle
Swan whbat the Minister for Works is doing.
He is putting up the licenses for our motor-
cars. That reminds me. I was listening in
to the election campaign and heard the
member for Nedlands sgy that the Govern-
ment was getting away with the loot like a
thief in the night; but the Minister for
Works is gelting away with the loot in
broad daylight.

The Minister for Works: I think I had
better interjeet. I do not control the grant-

ing of licenses for cars. That is the fune- -

tion of my colleagne.

- Hon. J. B, SLEEMAN: But the Minister

for Works is the head of the department.
The Minister for Works: No, I am not.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Has it been

shifted from the Mipister for Works? Is

it under the control of the Minister for

Transport?
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The Minister for Railways: No; you are
wrong again,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If it is under the
control of the Minister for Education, if he
is econtrolling local governing bodies, then
be is the gentleman who is getting away
with the loot, and not the Minister for
Works. Someone ia doing it. I want to
say that it is very wrong, until such time as
petrol rationing is discontinued, to raise
license fees. They were reduced by previous
Governments because of the faet that the
people were not using their cars so much
owing to the restricted supplies of peirol;
but now the Minister is not bothering about
petrol.

The Minister for Works: There is no
restrietion of petrol.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Who told the
Minister that? The Minister has a Minis-
terial tar and his petrol supplies would not
be restricted.

The Minister for Works: You can get as
much as you like,

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I am not com-
plaining about the quantity which the Minis-
ter gets. The pverage man is restricted and
cannof get what he wants.

The Minister for Works: It is a poor old
thing you are putting up now!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It is a poor old
thing the Minister is putting up!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will address the Chair.

Bon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Yes, Sir. I wish
you would stop tbe interjections. I do not
like them,

Mr. Marshall: You are not s new member.

Hon. J, B. SLEEMAN: We come to the
Minister for Education, who is not present.
I want to have a little to say about him.
His case seems to be a repetition of that of
the Minister for Works going to Middle
Swan, The Minister for Education went to
Narrogin and made promises.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He has a good mate
at Narrogin. .

Hon. J, B. SLEEMAN: The Minister for
Education said—I think he contradicted it
tonight when replying to a question—

.Housging and hospita]l aceommodation had
first priority at the present juncture. After
that, primary sehools came second. He would
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say, after reasonable provision had been made
to meet existing requirements in respect of
these two problems, his attention would be
given to secondary schools, with the result that
the proposed Narrogin High School would be
the first to receive counsideration.

I copied that extract from the file and think
1 copied it correctly. The following is what
was said some years ago by the then Minis-
ter; it was the decision of the department
and a pew Minister had not just taken office.
He was replying to a deputation from Fre-
mantle and said—

He agreed with the deputation that a high
school for Fremantle was long overdue. He
snid the request had his complete sympathy.
He realised last year that the establishment of
a Fremantle high school could not be long de-
layed, and for that reason he had refrained
from making additions to the central schools.
Whether the new school could be financed at
present was a matter beyond the control of
either himself or the Treasurer. However,
Fremantle had waited patiently for a long
time, and he would do his best. He had had
frequent requests from country districts ang in
all his replies had given them clearly to under-
stand that the next high school would be at
Fremantle. He could promise nothing imme-
diately, except his vigorous suppert. He would
interview the Treasurer as socon a8 passible,
and he trusted he would have no difficulty in
getting his sanction to the placing of a suffi-
cient amount of money on the Estimates to
make a start with the building.

That happened a good many years ago.
Then the depression occurred and nothing
could be done about the matter. Just when
we were to get our high school, war broke
out and the whole project was pushed to one
gide. Nevertheless, after having waited all
those years, we find the present Minister for
Eduoeation going fo Narrogin and saying
that Narrogin would get the first high school.
I wani to enier my protest against that.
Fremantle has been waiting for so long that
I think it should receive first preference.
What I have just stated is the departmental
opinion; it was not the opinion of the then
Minister.

The Minister for Works: Your own Gov-
ernment broke a promise and built a high
school at Geraldton.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I was not satis-
fled with what that Government did. I am
not blaming it for deferring the building of
the high school at Fremantle, because it was
faced with the depression and the war. The
Minister for Lands is present and I want to
know what he intends to do’ for the house-
wives of this State. He promised them
that bread zoning would be done away with;
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if not exaetly that, he said that the master
hakers would have to meet and come to a
decision themselves on this matter. The
housewives of this State, when they heard
that the member for Toodyay was in the
Ministry, were very disappointed indeed.

The Minister for Lands: They are not dis-
appointed. They have not conveyed that to
me.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: They have con-
veyed it' to me. They said, “We are not
going to get bread zoning done away with,
after all.” I would not like to repeat te
the Minister the word they used, but it was
“erawfishing.”

The Minister for Lands: No lady would
say that. .

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: T would not say
that about the Minister, but what is he go-
ing to do for the women of the State to
engble them to choose their baker? Is he
going to do away with bread zoning or is
he going to leave it to the master bakers to
say that they will fix it and it will be all
right?

The Minister for Lands: T will let you
know privately later on.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Let us consider
the attitude of the Government towards the
workers compared with its attitude to the
people higher up. You will remember, Sir,
that at the Federal Arbitration Court case
concerning a 40-hour week there was a
representative of the State Government who
indicated that the Government was quite
prepared to leave it to the court to decide
whether there should be a 40-hour week and
more money, and all the rest of it. But one
of the first things that the present Govern-
ment did when it took office was to withdraw
that representative and send another man
along. The Minister for Labour said the
time was not opportune for a change. It
seemns to me that the time is never opportune
for those on the other side of the House to
do anything for the workers. But what did
we find when the beef barons of the North-
West wanted something done? They wanted
a deputation to the Premier. The Premier
sidetracked- them and sent them to the
Deputy Premier. The result was that
although the time was not opportune to do
anything for the workers it was opportune
for something to be done for the beef
barons! i

The Premier: Some of them haven't in-
comes equal to yours by a long way.
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Hon, J. B. SLEEMAN: All right; do not
get excited!
The Premier: I am mot.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: What did the
Government do? It reduced the freight for
livestoek on caftle about 15s. a head. The
workers in the North-West will not get any-
thing out of it. The producers down south

* will not get anything. Meat is still going to
he the same price, but the beef barons of the
north are going to get a reduetion in freight
of 15s. & head, When the beef barons are
concerned the Government is very sympa-
thetie; but when the workers’ case was being
heard in the Arbitration Court, the Govern-
ment withdrew its representative and said
the time was not opportune. I hope the
Government will be fairer in the future.

The Premier: We left it to the discretion
of the court.

The Minister for Lands: You want to en-
lighten yourseli on the matter a little more!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Do 1%

The Minister for Lands: Yes; you have it
all wrong. .

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I wonld like the
Minister to tell the House all about it. I
could tell the Minister a bit more if he
would like me to.

The Minister for Lands: I would like you
to tell me all yon know.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I will tell the
Minister that the freight was decreased on
every bullock brought down, and it is not
the people in the North-West who are likely
to bepefit but the -absentee landlords, the
ahsentee landowners. Does the Minister
want to know who they are?

The Premier: Why not? .

The Minister for Lands: You were talk-
ing ahout the 40-hour week.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Minister told
the paper that the time was not opporiune
for that and withdrew one representative
and sent another with different instructions,
‘When asked for his opinion, the Minister
said the time was nof opportune. He suid,
“We are prepared to leave the maiter to the
Arbitration Court to decide, but we think
the time is not opportune.” So he sent his
own representative over. Can the Minister
deny that? ’

The Minister for Lands: Yes. We
not send our own representative over.

did

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Well, the Gov-
ernment appointed another one over there,
What is the dJifference? It is a case of
tweedledum and tweedledee.

The Minister for Lands: He was much
cheaper in his charges than the ome you
appointed.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Don’t tell me the
lawyers are scabbing on one anothér!

Mr, SPEAEKER; Order!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I wish you would
stop members from interjecting, Mr.
Speaker. T thought I was speaking, but it
seems that other members have the floor.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I would appesal
to the Government to treat everybody the
same. [If it is going to do something for the
beef barons in the North let it do semething
for the workers. Let it not say that the
time is opportune to do something for one
group and not opportune to do something
for another group. I would not care if the
consumers were going to derive any benefit.
But they are not; not one penny. The only
people that will benefit are absentee land-
owners living down here and getling a rake-
off.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It is so. Most
of them are absentees. There may be one
or two living up there; I will not split
straws with the Premier on that. But there
are a lot of absentee landowners who are
getting a rake-off from the decrease in
freights. One other thing! When members
opposite were eomplaining so bitterly
around the country about the appointment
of the McKells and the Mountjoys and
working that for all they were worth, why
didn't they mention His Excellency being
appointed here? Nothing was ssid about
that. Why did they not tell us that they
appointed Mr. Ferguson, one of their politi-

-cal men, to & board? They made plenty of

capital out of one case but forgot the others.

The Mianister for Lands: We shoald tell
you that we appointed Mr. Hegney to the
Workers' Homes Board, perhaps.

Hon, J. B. SLEEMAN: To a pretty in-
ferior sott of job.

The Minister for Lands: Every man has
a right to work.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: A little over the
basic wage.
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The Minister for Lands: Every man has a
right to work. We acknowledge that.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I appesl to the
Government to give all a fair go and when
speaking about McKell and Monntjoy—

The Premier: They will get a fair go.

The Chief Setretary: I suppose you
approve of Mountjoy's appointment?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I approved of
His Excellency’s appointment and T didn’t
mind Mr. Ferguson’s.

The Chief Secrefary: You approved of
Mr. Mountjoy's appointment?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: 1 approved of
Mr. MeKell. Of course I did! I think he
is 8 wonderful man. If we had a few more
MceKells in this country we would be, much
better off.

The Chief Seeretary: You win!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: That is all I bave
to say at the moment. I will have an oppor-

tunity to speak again dn the Estimates. I

thank mermbers for their attentive hearing.
On motion by Mr. Hill, debate adjourned.

House adjeurned at 8.55 pm.

——————— —————— 1
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Question : Maunicipal Corporatlons Act, as to request
for amendment ...
Address-ln-reply, fourth doy .. w188
Adjournment, spegial .., - 177

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT +took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m.,, and read prayers,

QUESTION.

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS ACT.
4s to Request for Amendment.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES (on notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: Why was the appli-
cation of the Fremantle City Council for an
amendment to the Munieipal Corporations
Act to ensble the council to institute a
contributory superannunation scheme for
its employees refused?

163

The MINISTER replied:
" The council’s application to have the law
amended did not meet with refusal. It is

apparent that the present system of Com-

monwealth Social Service pensions assoei-
ated with a means test does not offer much
encouragement 4o lower paid employees to
contribute substantially to superannuation,
as the extra benefit derived in many cases
is small. It is desired, if possible, to achieve
a schemg whereby greater benefit can be
ensured to contributors and it is thought
this could he done if the Commonwealth
would readjust its ideas on soeial service
pensions. Accordingly inquiries are to take
place in Canberra on this subject and the
Attorney General hes the matter in mind.
The Fremantle Counecil was advised to this
effect and the matter has been pended until
the result of such inquiry can be con-
sidered.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourtk Day.
Debate resnmed from the previous day.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [4.34]):
Allow me, Mr. Deputy President, to con-
gratulate you on your elevation to the im-
portant position you now hold, At the same
time I would pay a tribute to our President,
Hon. H. Seddon, and I trust he will soon
be well again and back with ns to resume
his place in the Chair. T desire to con-
gratulate Mr. Parker upon his appointment
to ministerial office and the leadership of
this House. I trust that our proceedings this
session will be marked with cordiality and
that all matters requiring attention will be
dealt with on an equitable basiy. At the

. same time, I desire to pay a sineere tribute

to the Labour Government which held office
during the war years—years that, I am safe
in saying, represented the most trying period
in the history of Western Australia.

Hon. C. P. Baxter: Not at all.
about the 1930-33 period?

Hon., G. BENNETTS: During the war
years we¢ were in danger of invasion and
all our resources had to be:drawn upon in
preparation for repelling the invader. Noth-
ing of that sort had occurred in the previous
history of Australia. In those days ali our
available building material, our seasoned
timber, our machinery from the mines and
elsewhere were taken from the State and

‘What



